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ceding article) in the character of a secretary, and for this reason he became known
by the appellation of Kdtib al-Wdkidi.    Amongst the masters under whom he studied
was Sofyan Ibn Oyaina (vol. L p. 578); traditional information was delivered on his
own authority by Abu Bakr Ibn Abi 'd-Dunya (vol. L p. 531) and Abu Muhammad
al-Harith Ibn Abi Osama at-Tamimi.    He composed an excellent work, in fifteen
volumes, on the different classes (tabaMf] of Muhammad's companions and of the
Tabi's; it contains also a history of the khalifs brought down to his own time.    He
left also a smaller Tabakdt.    His character as a veracious and trust-worthy historian
is universally admitted.    It is said that the complete collection of al-Wakidi's works
remained in the possession of four persons, the first of whom was his secretary, Mu-
hammad Ibn Saad.    This distinguished writer displayed great acquirements in the
sciences, the Traditions, and traditional literature; most of his books treat of the Tra-
ditions and law.    The Khatib Abu Bakr (vol. L p. 75), author of the History of
Baghdad, speaks of him in these terms: " We consider Muhammad Ibn Saad as a
" man of unimpeached integrity, and the Traditions which he delivered are a proof
" of his veracity, for in the greater part of the information handed down by him, we
" find him discussing it, passage by passage/'    He was a mawla to al-Husain Ibn
Abd Allah Ibn Obaid Allah Ibn al-Abbas Ibn Abd al-Muttalib.    He died at Baghdad,
on Sunday the 4th of the latter Jumada, A. H. 203 (December, A. D. 818), at the
age of sixty-two years, and was interred in the cemetery outside the Damascus gale

ABU BISHR AD-DULABI.

Abu Bishr Muhammad Ibn Ahmad Ibn Hammad Ibn Saad al-Ansari ad-Dulabi (a
native of Mldb) was allied* by adoption, to, the Ansars. The surname of al-WarrSk
ar-Razi (the scribe qfRai] was borne by him (became he was originally from the pro-
vince of Rai and copied or sold books}. Ad-Dulabi displayed great learning in the
Traditions, historical narrations, and general history; he learned the Traditions in
"Syria and Ir&k from Muhammad Ibn Bashshar (1), Ahmad Ibn Abd al-Jabbar
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